








































































































State of Indiana Senate 

Senator Aaron Freeman  
State House 
200 West Washington Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2785 
Senate: (317) 232-9490 
Contact Me: IN.gov/s32 

Committees: 
Corrections and Criminal Law, Chair 

Appropriations 
Judiciary  

Insurance and Financial Institutions 
 

July 6, 2026 
 
Metropolitan Development Commission 
Suite 1842, City-County Building 
200 East Washington Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

RE: Opposition to Petition Case 2026-MOD-003 – Modification of Commitments for Parcel 
3001773 (8600 Combs Road) 

Dear Members of the Metropolitan Development Commission: 

As the State Senator serving Franklin Township and southeastern Marion County, I respectfully urge the 
Metropolitan Development Commission to deny Petition Case 2026-MOD-003, which seeks to modify 
commitments associated with the proposed Truck and Heavy Equipment Sales, Rental, and Repair 
Facility at 8600 Combs Road. 

The requested modification is inconsistent with the intent of the property's 2005 rezoning approval. That 
rezoning was granted subject to recorded commitments that limited industrial activity and formed the 
basis for approval. The applicant's request to remove or alter those commitments demonstrates that the 
proposed use exceeds the scope and intensity originally contemplated for the site and would undermine 
the development expectations established for this corridor. 

The proposal is also incompatible with surrounding land uses and existing infrastructure. The property is 
adjacent to residential neighborhoods, a church, agricultural land, wetlands, and natural woodlands. A 
heavy equipment sales, rental, and repair facility would introduce significant truck traffic, noise, and 
industrial activity into an area that has experienced substantial residential growth. Combs Road and 
nearby intersections were not designed to accommodate sustained heavy truck traffic, and planned 
roadway improvements remain unfunded and without a construction timeline. Approving this use before 
necessary infrastructure improvements are in place would create additional safety concerns and place 
further strain on local roads. 

I respectfully request that the Metropolitan Development Commission deny Petition Case 2026-MOD-
003 and uphold the commitments that were integral to the property's original approval.  

Thank you for your consideration. 

Respectfully, 

Senator Aaron Freeman 
Indiana State Senate, District 32 
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June 29, 2026 

 

 

Metropolitan Development Commission 

Suite 1842, City-County Building 

200 East Washington Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

RE: Opposition to Petition Case 2026-MOD-003 – Modification of Commitments for Parcel 

3001773 (8600 Combs Road) 

Dear Members of the Metropolitan Development Commission: 

As elected representatives serving Franklin Township and southeastern Marion County, we 

respectfully urge the Metropolitan Development Commission to deny Petition Case 2026-MOD-

003, which seeks to modify commitments associated with the proposed Truck and Heavy 

Equipment Sales, Rental, and Repair Facility at 8600 Combs Road. 

The requested modification is inconsistent with the intent of the property's 2005 rezoning 

approval. That rezoning was granted subject to recorded commitments that limited industrial 

activity and formed the basis for approval. The applicant's request to remove or alter those 

commitments demonstrates that the proposed use exceeds the scope and intensity originally 

contemplated for the site and would undermine the development expectations established for this 

corridor. 

The proposal is also incompatible with surrounding land uses and existing infrastructure. The 

property is adjacent to residential neighborhoods, a church, agricultural land, wetlands, and 

natural woodlands. A heavy equipment sales, rental, and repair facility would introduce 

significant truck traffic, noise, and industrial activity into an area that has experienced substantial 

residential growth. Combs Road and nearby intersections were not designed to accommodate 

sustained heavy truck traffic and planned roadway improvements remain unfunded and without a 

construction timeline. Approving this use before necessary infrastructure improvements are in 

place would create additional safety concerns and place further strain on local roads. 

Equally important, the proposal threatens environmentally sensitive resources that provide 

critical public benefits. The wetlands within the Pleasant Run Creek watershed function as 

natural green infrastructure by providing stormwater storage, flood mitigation, water-quality 

protection, wildlife habitat, and carbon sequestration. Their preservation aligns with Indianapolis' 

goals for environmental sustainability, resilient infrastructure, and expansion of green space. The 

proposed development also conflicts with the Indianapolis Comprehensive Plan and the I-

65/County Line Road Strategic Plan, both of which emphasize compatible land uses, protection 
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of residential character, environmental stewardship, and development supported by adequate 

infrastructure. 

For these reasons, we respectfully request that the Metropolitan Development Commission deny 

Petition Case 2026-MOD-003 and uphold the commitments that were integral to the property's 

original approval. Doing so will protect public safety, preserve valuable natural resources, and 

maintain consistency with the City's adopted planning policies and long-term vision for Franklin 

Township. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Respectfully, 

Senator Aaron Freeman 

Indiana State Senate, District 32 

 
Brian Mowery 

Indianapolis City County Councilor 
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