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CONCEPTUAL  
FRAMEWORK
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An iconic gateway and destination for downtown Indianapolis that… 
 
 
 

DESIGN OPPORTUNITYDESIGN OPPORTUNITY

•	Creates a series of connected, authentic spaces and experiences that are unique to Indianapolis
•	Reflects the architectural and engineering artistry of Union Station and the bridge structures
•	Elevates the culture of our city by honoring the past and looking boldly to our future
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CULTURAL IDENTITYCULTURAL IDENTITY
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1915
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PLACEMAKING  
OBJECTIVES
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Source Information:  
Project for Public Spaces 
www.pps.org/
The Assembly: Civic Design Guidelines  
www.leighstringer.com 260
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USES AND ACTIVITIES 
Provide space for programming and activities

Flexible spaces that can accommodate multiple 
activities to attract and retain visitors.

Create spaces that support informal interaction 
and diverse, simultaneous uses.
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COMFORT AND IMAGE 
Create welcoming, visually articulated entrances 
to public spaces.

Illumination tailored to the needs of pedestrians 
and that creates a vibrant night time setting.

Provide multiple, easily accessible seating 
options – shared, movable, fixed.

Design for local climate and resilience.
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ACCESS AND LINKAGES
Encourage walkability by prioritizing pedestrian 
needs – sidewalk amenities, traffic calming, visual 
interest and activities.

Provide safe, connected bicycle facilities.

Ensure spaces are accessible and visible from a 
distance and up close.
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SOCIABILITY
Provide opportunities for social interaction – 
meet friends, interact with strangers, connect 
with community and local culture.

Celebrate community identity through 
programming, events, local food.

Preserve and re-purpose historic assets to 
provide a distinctive sense of place and serve 
contemporary community needs.
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DESIGN ELEMENTS: 
THE BASICS
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BRIDGE REPAIR / REHABILITATION
IMPROVEMENTS
•	 Make repairs to columns 

and structural elements per 
structural analysis

•	 Clean and paint steel 
structure

•	 Repair broken downspouts

•	 Stabilize leaks in bridge deck
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BRIDGE REPAIR - COLUMN REPAIR DETAIL
OPTION A
•	 Structural repair and 

stabilization of bridge 
columns with partial concrete 
encasement.
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BRIDGE REPAIR - COLUMN REPAIR DETAIL
OPTION B
•	 Structural repair and 

stabilization of bridge 
columns with welded steel 
plates and channel.
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FACADE RESTORATION 
IMPROVEMENTS
•	 Assess bridge facade 

treatments for structural 
integrity and expected 
longevity

•	 Repair bridge facade features 
to improve safety and 
aesthetics

•	 Restore historic features and 
elements on facades

•	 Enhance bridge facades with 
new detail and placemaking 
elements
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LIGHTING AND ELECTRICAL
IMPROVEMENTS
•	 Improved lighting throughout 

underpass to improve safety

•	 Add specialty lighting for 
dramatic effects / interest

•	 Make general upgrades to 
electrical systems
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STREET / PUBLIC REALM
IMPROVEMENTS
•	 Utilize a Complete Streets 

approach, including reducing 
the roadway and widening 
the sidewalk

•	 Where appropriate, provide 
dedicated, grade-separated 
bicycle facilities within 
expanded pedestrian zones

•	 Employ traffic calming 
techniques to improve 
pedestrian safety

•	 Enhance crosswalks and 
intersections

•	 Rebuild poorly designed and 
deteriorating curb ramps and 
curb cuts to prioritize smooth 
transitions for pedestrians

•	 Convert sections of street to 
create pedestrian areas.

•	 Create connections to 
existing bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities, including 
the Indianapolis Cultural Trail

•	 Improve street lighting

•	 Create areas to add street 
trees and plantings

•	 Utilize decorative pavements
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DESIGN ELEMENTS:  
THE ENHANCEMENTS
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THE EXPLORER
CAPITOL AVENUE
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PROPOSED ENHANCEMENTS

EXISTING CONDITION

CAPITOL AVENUE
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THE EXPLORER
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0’ 35’ 75’ 140’ N

CAPITOL AVENUE - EXISTING CONDITIONS

PEDESTRIAN 
ACCESSIBILITY ISSUES

BROKEN DOWNSPOUTS

POOR LIGHTING THROUGHOUT UNDERPASS

CONVENTION CENTER HALLWAY

PAN AM PLAZA

ACTIVE RAILSLUCAS OIL STADIUM

SOUTH STREET

ELEVATED WALKWAY
ABOVE BRIDGE

INDIANAPOLIS CULTURAL TRAIL

CAPITOL AVENUE
SEE SECTIONONE-WAY SOUTHBOUND

LO
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CONVENTION 
CENTER AND
HILTON HOTEL

GREYHOUND BUS TERMINAL UNION STATION TRAIN SHED CROWN PLAZA HOTEL
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THE EXPLORER
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0’ 35’ 75’ 140’ N

CAPITOL AVENUE - PROPOSED ENHANCEMENTS
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CONVENTION CENTER

CONVENTION 
CENTER AND 
HILTON HOTEL

GREYHOUND BUS TERMINAL UNION STATION TRAIN SHED

INDIANAPOLIS CULTURAL TRAIL

REMOVE THE EASTERN TRAVEL LANE

REMOVE DEDICATED 
RIGHT TURN LANE

EXPAND THE PROPOSED CULTURAL 
TRAIL PEDESTRIAN PLAZA

REPAIR/RESTORE 
BRIDGE FACADE

REMOVE & RECONSTRUCT 
BRIDGE FACADE TO 
RESTORE ORIGINAL DESIGN

ARTISTIC INFILL OF THE
ARCHITECTURAL INLAYS 
IN THE BRICK WALL, TYP.

CROWN PLAZA HOTEL

SPECIAL PAVEMENT 
AT BRIDGE THRESHOLD 

SPECIAL PAVEMENT 
AT BRIDGE THRESHOLD 

ART MURAL

SEE SECTION

ACTIVE RAILS

CAPITOL AVENUE
ONE-WAY SOUTHBOUND

LUCAS OIL STADIUM

PROGRAMMING OPPORTUNITY
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CAPITOL AVENUE - EXISTING CONDITIONS

 EXISTING MURALS ON WESTERN CONCRETE WALL  EASTERN WALL - BRICK W/ ELEVATED ENTRIES RUST & DETERIORATING PAINT ON STRUCTURE  BRIDGE NORTHERN ENTRY

GUTTER

CONVENTION 
CENTER

BRIDGE DECK

CROWNE PLAZA

BROKEN DOWNSPOUT BROKEN DOWNSPOUT

THE EXPLORER 277
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CAPITOL AVENUE - PROPOSED ENHANCEMENTS

CLEAN AND PAINT STEEL STRUCTURE

REPAIR DOWNSPOUTREPAIR DOWNSPOUT

LIGHTING TO CLEARLY DEFINE 
PEDESTRIAN ZONES

DECORATIVE PAVING

ADD CULTURAL TRAIL 
STANDARD BOLLARD LIGHT

THE EXPLORER

MURAL

ARTISTIC INFILL OF THE
ARCHITECTURAL INLAYS 
IN THE BRICK WALL, TYP.

PROGRAMMING  
OPPORTUNITY

CONVENTION 
CENTER CROWNE PLAZA

BRIDGE DECK 
OPPORTUNITY

BRIDGE LIGHTING
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CAPITOL AVENUE - ART AND BRANDING

THE EXPLORER

PROGRAMMING  
OPPORTUNITIES
•	 Provide flexibility to close 

down the street during high 
volume events, invite food 
trucks and moveable seating 
to allow for large gatherings

•	 Create photo opportunities 
and social media walls to 
create a unique experience 
and destination

•	 Install interactive displays that 
engage users and are always 
chainging

•	 Utilize artistic panels to add 
light and movement to the 
space
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THE EXPLORER

CAPITOL AVENUE - NORTH FACADECAPITOL AVENUE - NORTH FACADE
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THE EXPLORER

CAPITOL AVENUE - NORTH FACADECAPITOL AVENUE - NORTH FACADE
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THE EXPLORER

CAPITOL AVENUE - NORTH FACADE ENHANCEMENTSCAPITOL AVENUE - NORTH FACADE ENHANCEMENTS
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THE ARTIST
ILLINOIS STREET
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PROPOSED ENHANCEMENTS

EXISTING CONDITION

ILLINOIS STREET
N

THE ARTIST

ILLINOIS STREET

LO
U

IS
IA

N
A

 
ST

R
E

E
T 

ILLINOIS STREET

SO
U

TH
 S

TR
E

E
T 

SO
U

TH
 S

TR
E

E
T 

G
E

O
R

G
IA

 S
TR

E
E

T 
G

E
O

R
G

IA
 S

TR
E

E
T 

LO
U

IS
IA

N
A

 
ST

R
E

E
T 

JA
C

K
SO

N
 

P
LA

C
E

JA
C

K
SO

N
 

P
LA

C
E

284



SEE SECTION
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0’ 35’ 75’ 140’ N

ILLINOIS AVENUE - EXISTING CONDITIONS

TRAIN SHED ABOVE BRIDGE

BROKEN DOWNSPOUTS

BLACKED OUT WINDOWS

PEDESTRIAN ACCESSIBILITY ISSUES

POOR LIGHTING THROUGHOUT UNDERPASS

PEDESTRIAN ACCESSIBILITY ISSUES
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THE ARTIST

ACTIVE RAILS CROWNE PLAZAUNION STATION TRAIN SHED

GREYHOUND & 
AMTRAK DROPOFF

ONE-WAY NORTHBOUND

CONVENTION 
CENTER AND 
HILTON HOTEL

ILLINOIS STREET

GRAND HALL AT HISTORIC 
UNION STATION AND 
CONFERENCE CENTER

UNION STATION TRAIN SHED
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ACTIVE RAILS CROWNE PLAZA
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0’ 35’ 75’ 140’ N

ILLINOIS AVENUE - PROPOSED ENHANCEMENTS

UNION STATION TRAIN SHED

GREYHOUND & 
AMTRAK DROPOFF

ONE-WAY NORTHBOUND

TRAVEL LANES REDUCED FROM 4 TO 3 

REMOVE ON-STREET PARKING

GRADE-SEPARATED CYCLE TRACK
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CONVENTION 
CENTER & 
HILTON HOTEL

ILLINOIS STREET

CROWN PLAZA HOTEL

GRAND HALL AT HISTORIC 
UNION STATION AND 
CONFERENCE CENTER

ARTISTIC INFILL OF THE
ARCHITECTURAL INLAYS 
IN THE BRICK WALL (TYP.)

BRIDGE FACADE 
RESTORATION 
& ENHANCEMENT

SPECIAL PAVEMENT 
AT BRIDGE THRESHOLD TABLED INTERSECTION 

WITH SPECIAL PAVEMENT 
AT BRIDGE THRESHOLD 

ACTIVATE THE SIDEWALK 
& STREET WITH VISUAL OR 
PHYSICAL CONNECTIONS TO 
INTERIOR OF UNION STATION

UNION STATION TRAIN SHED

THE ARTIST

PROGRAMMING OPPORTUNITY

PROGRAMMING OPPORTUNITY
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0’ 35’ 75’ 140’ N

ILLINOIS AVENUE - EXISTING CONDITIONS

THE ARTIST
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CONFERENCE CENTER

OMNI HOTEL
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TABLED INTERSECTION 
WITH SPECIAL PAVEMENT 

POTENTIAL CAFÈ SPACE
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0’ 35’ 75’ 140’ N

ILLINOIS AVENUE - PROPOSED ENHANCEMENTS

ONE-WAY NORTHBOUND

TRAVEL LANES REDUCED FROM 4 TO 3 

GRADE-SEPARATED CYCLE TRACK
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FUTURE CONVENTION CENTER 
EXPANSION & HILTON SIGNIA HOTEL

ILLINOIS STREET

TABLED INTERSECTION 
WITH SPECIAL PAVEMENT 
AT BRIDGE THRESHOLD 
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THE ARTIST
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ILLINOIS AVENUE - EXISTING CONDITIONS

 ILLINOIS STREET BRIDGE - NORTHERN FACE  BLACKED-OUT WINDOWS ON EASTERN WALL RUSTING STEEL STRUCTURE  ON-STREET PARKING

CROWNE PLAZA UNION STATION

METAL FENCE

BROKEN DOWNSPOUT BROKEN DOWNSPOUT

UNION STATION TRAIN SHED

THE ARTIST 289
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ILLINOIS AVENUE - PROPOSED ENHANCEMENTS

EXTENDED ILLINOIS STREET 
CYCLE TRACK

DISPLAY CELEBRATING 
ART AND CULTURE

COLORFUL/COLOR-CHANGING 
LIGHTING CLEARLY DEFINING 
PEDESTRIAN. ZONES

DECORATIVE PAVEMENT

CLEAN AND PAINT 
STEEL STRUCTURE

REPAIR 
DOWNSPOUT

REPAIR 
DOWNSPOUT

THE ARTIST

CROWNE PLAZA UNION STATION

UNION STATION TRAIN SHED

PROGRAMMING  
OPPORTUNITY

PROGRAMMING  
OPPORTUNITY

METAL FENCE

BRIDGE LIGHTING
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ILLINOIS STREET - ART AND BRANDING
PROGRAMMING  
OPPORTUNITIES
•	 Mount mural panels to 

concrete walls 

•	 Use rhythmic/repetitive 
elements that complement 
the bridge structure

•	 Provide lighting to enhance 
existing and proposed murals

•	 Activate the space beneath 
bridges with storefronts that 
are well lit and transparent

•	 Provide interactive elements 
that engage visitors

•	 Utilized programable, 
changeable, interactive, 
digital pieces to add 
animation, light, and 
movement

•	 Create leasable space in 
Union Station 

THE ARTIST 291
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THE ARTIST

ILLINOIS STREET - NORTH FACADEILLINOIS STREET - NORTH FACADE
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ILLINOIS STREET - NORTH FACADEILLINOIS STREET - NORTH FACADE

THE ARTIST 293
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ILLINOIS STREET - NORTH FACADEILLINOIS STREET - NORTH FACADE

THE ARTIST 294
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ILLINOIS STREET - NORTH FACADEILLINOIS STREET - NORTH FACADE
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THE ARTIST

 ILLINOIS STREET - LOOKING NORTH (CIRCA 1922)  ILLINOIS STREET - LOOKING NORTH (CIRCA 1925)

ILLINOIS STREET - SOUTH FACADE
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THE ARTIST

ILLINOIS STREET - SOUTH FACADE ENHANCEMENTS
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THE HISTORIAN
MERIDIAN STREET
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PROPOSED ENHANCEMENTS

EXISTING CONDITION

MERIDIAN STREET
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SEE SECTION

PARKING GARAGE 
ENTRY/EXIT
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0’ 35’ 75’ 140’ N

MERIDIAN STREET - EXISTING CONDITIONS

MERIDIAN STREET 

LO
U

IS
IA

N
A

 S
TR

E
E

T 

PED. ACCESSIBILITY ISSUES

PEDESTRIAN ACCESSIBILITY ISSUES

BROKEN DOWNSPOUTS

PRIVATE PLAZA ABOVE BRIDGE

ACTIVE RAILS PARKING GARAGE

SIDEWALK PINCH POINT

TWO-WAY STREET

DETERIORATING CADILLAC RANCH PATIO

ACTIVE RAILS UNION STATION TRAIN SHED

THE HISTORIAN 300



PROGRAMMING OPPORTUNITY 
RAIISED RESTAURANT / CAFE SPACE 
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0’ 35’ 75’ 140’ N

MERIDIAN STREET - PROPOSED ENHANCEMENTS

TRAVEL LANES REDUCED FROM 4 TO 3 

REMOVE DEDICATED RIGHT TURN

REMOVE ON-STREET PARKING

TABLED INTERSECTION 
WITH SPECIAL PAVEMENT 
AT BRIDGE THRESHOLD 

SPECIAL PAVEMENT 
AT BRIDGE THRESHOLD 

SO
U
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 S

TR
E

E
T

REMOVE ON-STREET PARKING

REMOVE & RECONSTRUCT 
BRIDGE FACADE TO 
RESTORE ORIGINAL DESIGN

REMOVE & RECONSTRUCT 
BRIDGE FACADE TO 
RESTORE ORIGINAL DESIGN

STAIRWAY TO BRIDGE DECK PLAZA

ELEVATOR TO BRIDGE DECK PLAZA

STAIRWAY TO BRIDGE DECK PLAZA

THE HISTORIAN

PARKING GARAGE 
ENTRY/EXIT
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ACTIVE RAILS PARKING GARAGE

ACTIVE RAILS UNION STATION TRAIN SHED

MERIDIAN STREET 
TWO-WAY STREET
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0’ 35’ 75’ 140’ N

MERIDIAN STREET - EXISTING CONDITIONS

THE HISTORIAN
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0’ 35’ 75’ 140’ N

MERIDIAN STREET - PROPOSED ENHANCEMENTS
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TRAVEL LANES REDUCED FROM 4 TO 3 

TABLED INTERSECTION 
WITH SPECIAL PAVEMENT 
AT BRIDGE THRESHOLD 

TABLED INTERSECTION 
WITH SPECIAL PAVEMENT 
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THE HISTORIAN

TWO-WAY STREET

MERIDIAN STREET
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MERIDIAN STREET - EXISTING CONDITIONS

 RUSTING STEEL FRAME  BRIDGE NORTH FACE

BROKEN DOWNSPOUT

UNION STATION 
TRAIN SHED

PARKING GARAGE

BROKEN DOWNSPOUT

BRIDGE DECK

THE HISTORIAN

 CADILLAC RANCH STOREFRONT  EASTERN CONCRETE WALL
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MERIDIAN STREET - PROPOSED ENHANCEMENTS

REPAIR 
DOWNSPOUT

BRIDGE LIGHTING

MERIDIAN STREET 
VIEWING PLATFORM

REACTIVATE 
STOREFRONTS

DECORATIVE 
PAVING

REPAIR 
DOWNSPOUT

THE HISTORIAN

RAISED RESTAURANT / 
BAR CAFE SPACE

UNION STATION 
TRAIN SHED

PARKING GARAGE

PROGRAMMING  
OPPORTUNITY

STAIRWAY ACCESS TO 
MERIDIAN ROOFTOP
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MERIDIAN STREET - ART AND BRANDING
PROGRAMMING  
OPPORTUNITIES
•	 Expand café space that could 

serve the leasable restaurant 
as well as provide flexible 
seating options to the public

•	 Create a dynamic entrance 
to the rooftop that invites 
the public up to enjoy the 
amenities and the view

•	 Create art walls a stairway 
openings and the existing 
elevator structure extending 
from street-level to plaza-
level

•	 Celebrate the history of 
the location, sharing the 
transformation of Pogue’s 
Run, the transition of multiple 
depots to Union Station, and 
the creation of the Wholesale 
District

THE HISTORIAN 306
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THE HISTORIAN

MERIDIAN STREET - NORTH FACADE
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THE HISTORIAN

MERIDIAN STREET - NORTH FACADE
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THE HISTORIAN

MERIDIAN STREET - NORTH FACADE ENHANCEMENTS
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THE HISTORIAN

MERIDIAN STREET - NORTH FACADE

UNION STATION TRAIN SHED - NEAR MERIDIAN STREET - LOOKING SOUTHWEST (JUNE 11, 1921)

UNION STATION TRAIN SHED CIRCA 1921
310
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THE HISTORIAN

MERIDIAN STREET - NORTH FACADE ENHANCEMENTS
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THE HISTORIAN

MERIDIAN STREET - NORTH FACADE ENHANCEMENTS
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THE HISTORIAN

MERIDIAN STREET - STAIRS

RISERS WITH PERFERATED METAL FOR 
TRANSPARENCY

313



RUNDELL ERNSTBERGER ASSOCIATES | 68

THE HISTORIAN

MERIDIAN STREET - STAIRS

WOOD RAILINGS WITH HISTORIC 
GUARDRAIL  PROFILE

ETCHED GLASS REFERENCES HISTORIC 
PATTERN

STEEL POSTS THAT REFERENCE HISTORIC 
RAILING POSTS

STEEL STRINGER THAT REFERENCES STEEL 
BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION
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THE HISTORIAN

MERIDIAN STREET - ELEVATOR

MURAL GRAPHICS   

TERRACOTTA PANELS

SIMPLE ELEVATOR 
WALLS WITH 
GLASS OFFSET

ARTICULATED 
CORNER DETAIL
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THE HISTORIAN

MERIDIAN STREET - SOUTH FACADE
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THE HISTORIAN

MERIDIAN STREET - SOUTH FACADE

 MERIDIAN STREET - LOOKING NORTH MERIDIAN STREET - LOOKING NORTH

MERIDIAN STREET - LOOKING NORTH (JUNE 22, 1921)
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THE HISTORIAN

MERIDIAN STREET - SOUTH FACADE ENHANCEMENTS
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MERIDIAN STREET - SOUTH FACADE ENHANCEMENTS
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Play value
This special instrument invites people 
to make music by playing the keys. It is 
available in two versions: The diatonic 
version is better suited to playing known 
melodies, while the pentatonic version is 
a motivation for free improvisation. This 
attractive play equipment is an appealing 
enhancement for any park and can serve 
as the exciting central feature of a play 
space.

Sound tubes are mounted on metal bars. 
They make sounds when they are hit by 
a small hammer activated by a pedal. 
Nearly everyone enjoys making sounds 
and therefore, this wall made from 
bars is very attractive both for young 
and older people. Due to the tubes of 
different lengths, the sound wall is a real 
music instrument which can produce a 
melody when „played“.

Fundamental characteristics
- Unique and original
-  Incentive for playing: curiosity, percus-

sion keys, sound elements
- Experiencing sound, making music
- Movement: beating

Instrument
Sound Wall

Order No. 9.05500 / 9.05510 Instrument, Photo © Iliya Varlamov

Recommended for
- Kindergarten children
- School children
- Young people
- Adults
- Older people
-  Supervised play areas, such as  

kindergartens, schools, after-school 
programmes or similar

-  Public play areas without supervision, 
such as playgrounds, parks or similar

Barrier-free 
- Independent play

Acoustic effect medium

Vandalism not vulnerable

Order No. 9.06710 Sound Wall

Order No. 9.05500 / 9.05510 Instrument
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THE MUSICIAN
MERIDIAN STREET BRIDGE DECK  PLAZA
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MERIDIAN STREET BRIDGE DECK PLAZA - EXISTING

THE MUSICIAN 321
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THE MUSICIAN

MERIDIAN STREET BRIDGE DECK PLAZA - EXISTING

PARKING GARAGE

ACTIVE RAILS

PRIVATE TERRACE

ELEVATOR / 
STAIR TOWER

TRAIN 
SHED
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THE MUSICIAN

MERIDIAN STREET BRIDGE DECK PLAZA - ENHANCEMENTS

EVENTS LAWN

PARKING GARAGE

TRAIN 
SHED

ELEVATOR / 
STAIR TOWER

ROOFTOP BAR

RESTROOMSRESTROOMS

FLEXIBLE 
SEATING

OUTDOOR 
GAMING

CATENARY 
LIGHTING

VIEWING PLATFORM / 
PERFORMANCE RISER

GRAND STAIRCASE

PLANTING / 
SCREENING

ART PIECE ON 
ELEVATOR / 
STAITOWER WALL

GRAND STAIRCASE

ELEVATOR
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THE MUSICIAN

MERIDIAN STREET BRIDGE DECK PLAZA - ENHANCEMENTSMERIDIAN STREET BRIDGE DECK PLAZA - ENHANCEMENTS
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MERIDIAN STREET BRIDGE DECK PLAZA - ART & BRANDING
PROGRAMMING  
OPPORTUNITIES
•	 Rooftop Bar

•	 Create large-scale on the 
existing elevator/stair tower 

•	 Incorporate brand into the 
architectural features on 
the rooftop, including the 
bar/restroom walls, viewing 
platform, stairways, and 
furnishings
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THE MUSICIAN

MERIDIAN STREET BRIDGE DECK PLAZA - MERIDIAN STREET BRIDGE DECK PLAZA - 
EXISTING CONDITIONSEXISTING CONDITIONS
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THE MUSICIAN

MERIDIAN STREET BRIDGE DECK PLAZA - ENHANCEMENTSMERIDIAN STREET BRIDGE DECK PLAZA - ENHANCEMENTS
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THANK YOU
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